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Every once In awhlla a8 Jetter
comes, asking me 10 1O write what.]
rnow about the origip of local names
in these mountains.: If copy Is scarce,
I have Do more sense than Lo ab

tempt 1,

L: reenbrier River, IS Gandj' Creek,
flosing to the porth. = This is a fami
Iy mr:e from Uriah Gandy. Some
the 1790!s there was a court
by the then new county of Ran
recting Uriah Gandy to cut
ad toward Seneca
eneca Is Indian ard I have
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cept Doth mrwpretations, l;‘lfzinfft
nadow and dark can have some
i sim ‘;r meaning- They also
i me Lhere are a hundred ways to

oo .f-:k.'a:-; and that all of them are
Fi0ally, my brethren seem to

11:.*-"'": :.:.a_ Greek way of spelling
TG, DG "'.'.'._'i.i. IS &l Iigh[ LI}‘ ne, |

E DATE Lhe Seneca ’I'rai‘, Known

' '-: A8 Ll war Road or War Path
i ; "'“"*:-f. LakesTn New

N "_'.rs-',*;{i:-; Federal

- & -,.‘- iGllows Lhis ancient

" MG south highway: proof

“s knowiedge of the £y

. ** Vel a8 the modern

k WETE  Lhe :.;‘tur!inr
_ {“tai1 :
;:_r_:t 1L- .::, a0 Natlons:
e e Contederacy
11: RSN They were
- E &4 . §

:

= 2 -
. rr
b e el e el T AD emmm . o e B e i

| tains,

Away up berond the head of the

;

i

__]b’l_g_,r_a.r.h.or bingLognLa.ln
yeard that Alleghany isa gocd Scaﬂ-

It means -the people whol

| 0 1§
ve 810 been ot word meansT Saw the statemnent that Alleghanian,
or 1 know fid"better than
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-~ David Tygart, who came to the val-
: M left when the Files

forward the surmise that the Seneca
t-ibe of 1ndlans ‘eventually evolved
from the little local tribe which main
tained its swall communal vyillage at
“the forks or the waters in the shad-
‘ow of Lthe great Seneca Roc-.ks, for no |
: one Can prove it wrong.

~We are in the Appalnchlan Moun- |
and they Tell mE this too is
Indian, meaning Endless Mountains.
I always think of Tur mountains be-
ing endless east and west {rom the
Ohio to Piedmont, Virginia, but 1 |
expect our Indian predecessms were'
talking about north and south from.

—m

said they were back from &

in the ancestral hunting

bunting

River couptlry
hundreds of
and children,
gdogs. - They sald_ they were
a Tarewell bear hunt in thetr ances
tral hunting grounds.

aud Shavers ;
and Shavers

Shavers Mountain
Fork of Cheat River

the Mississippi and Labrador.

Over on the Tygrats Valley bhere

s Laurel Mountain between ElKins
and Belington, - A scholar wise in
“Ipdian lore once told me the orignal
neme for this mountain was pot |
“Laurel at all, but an Irdian ~word |
meaning middle, possibly spelled
somebhmglike laura.. The applica

| Run are all pamed for Peter Shaver, ! i

a soldier of the American Revolution, l
who was killed by..Indians at his
home on Tygarts "i’slu]lesnI River along
tabout the year 1781, -

eat River is any body’s guess
how come its name. There is false
wheat, cheat, still to be found along
its. course. On Shavers Mountain.
the moss covered stock rock still fool

v
v

tion to the wountain is that Lh1511y911 by letting you suddenly down

height of 1and has the greatest eleva-
tion of any ridge between the near:
Alleghanies ‘on the east and the far}
away Ozarks in the west.

And now, of course, the Alleghany |:

word must be considered. THey say
it is Indian and means-the big sign or
1 bave

L

dinavian word. Somwhere 1 think | 1]
or something like that is the name of
a leading paper over in Sweden, . If|
Lthis be so, maybe it is just anqther

il somewhat--similar ‘names  so many

| the steps to check up on the matter |

into pits covered by moss., 1t is stil-
a surprise to the traveler to climb a
uuup]e thousand feet.up from Green
“brier River to find another on the top
of the mountain, fiowing in- the op
| posite direction. Some where I saw
the name Cheatnah, This the name
of a mﬂumﬂﬁm Alabama way in
the original Cherokee counbry 1
have often- wondered about these

/

bundred miles apart, but I never took |

through the experts in the Bureau of |

storm to boister. the contention that'
the Scard navian settlers of America

.;B—BhilhﬁalL_L\G id_vears ago were absorbed
by and left imprint upon the north |:

ern Indians. |
Tygarts Valley was named from

and other familes were massacred.

Mingo is the name of the Indian
village ''at the head of the Ohio.”
The Mingoes were here at Lhe time |
of Braddock's defeat in 170 The |

hthnology down in Wa§hlngtnn

The Greenbrler was first named
Ronceverte by the French explorers.
1t appears that ronce is brier and
verte is green. The greenbriersstill
persists In thickets the length of
this stream. I° have always had an
interest to know the names the
Freich gave to the mountains and
streams- of this region which they
claimed as a:part of their New France
The ford in the Greenbrier near the
present city of-Ronceverte was called

S5ix Natlons were allies of the Hribi:ah |
Lthe Mingoes were blamed wilh aidmg
with the French., In 1766, they had.
been moved from Mlingo Flats to
Mingo Hottoms, near Wheeling.
Aboutb 1800 they were moved to the
Muskingum River In Ohlo. In 15838, 1!
the Mingoes traded thelr Ohlo land ]
10 Lthe government for Jands In Kan |
eas.  Later they moved to lodian|
deorritory, pow Oklahoma, In 1766
Ihete was abaut Oty Tawmlles of the
H.ingmt; thie Lie lant htﬂtfll. BRI
years singe, there were over SsixLy
iatiililes

cafter the

St Lawrence An order.entered by

16 Counlty Court of Greenbrier in
‘the 1780's deals with a road rmm
"Town tothe St Lawrence Ford

TR PEARINE ALoUT French names nat-
‘urally brings to mind Gauley River
‘and Gauley Mountain, What would
be more natural for French explorers:
to call thig beautiful stream Gaule
ancient name of France.
(M course 1 have heard about the
Seoteh Irish pioneer hunter coming
out on the rooky bluf® above mouth
of Meadow River and In his surprise
at seelng & stream of such sire, ex
elalming, ""Golly, what a river!” You
Know that sounds so much like so
many of my own explanations of
things | have no konowiedge of, that
I never put any faith in the tale. :
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i P R ~could walk by ap occasional blood s ient to keep the stock of deer. Al ‘
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‘ars.  Whatever {uv is, the hundred or | Jone walf when it comes to hunting, | ] hear tell of a hunter killing a.
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R | | Over on the Cowmings Creek side he| The law has specifications calling for b
A friend of mine. from the lower|PUU up his deer. I noted three big| branched antlers. - Naturally, ; the

walers of the Greenbrier has been |Doles iD thbat -deer's bide from well| question arises in my suspicious min: -
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ove 300 for t,he thj TN , fff :
500 in all' “This - compares* et
000 for the first day ’lasu
‘say there 18 safleby for t;})e
+ip pumbers. - 1 am a ways want-
?:: to strike an - average . This Is
‘ ‘about one deer to every one hundred
F - sunters. On the outside of the Sen
eca State Korest the a'verage ‘was as
| usual one deer to about forty hunters,

It sounds like a lie to me, but th

the tale comes out of the woods, that

- 3 visitor came on to a native standing
at a.{likely crossing plaee for deer.! .

The usual inquiry was made about T e NS

- l‘-..

seeing deer The Sbander had a8 tan# L S
- ¢y, exciting tale aboutoa powerful biR | e ¥
buck cowing through, at-easy range;
he took a couple of shots and never -
¢it a bair. While the narrator wns,
In the midst of his ¢! 'oquent recount
% of his bad luck, the drivers came
:lbp- They took the mau’s word torl_,
““‘;“d proceeded to cut off his shirt
Then they looked for llgnsf:,-;'i

beff h.d not’ b
_ éen a bl
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